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4. The Skills of Teaching English 1anguage is Urgent

for the Emerging Educators in India

Dr. Kiran Khandaré
\ssoscrate Professor in 1 nglish Dept. of [ovglish, Shivajl ANS
( el & Sq & College, Akola
v Nitin Jadhao
\ssistant Professor in | Ny Dept of b "IH"

Raje Chhatrapati Kala Mahavidyalaya, Dhamangaon Badlie

As everybody know (lye importance of the English language in each and every sector of
the human understanding Patticularly, thie cducational field has to posses the most possible facts
about teaching and leaming aspects of the language. Suppose an engineer develops a very useful
machine or mechanism for (he sociely, he wants to explain each and every part as well as the
function of the machine or mechanisn i his language. If he wants to make It global he must to

speak in Enghsh. English language and its skills are very urgent for the emerging educators in
[ndia.
Basic Functions of Language
There are at least three different basic functions of language
1. Informative — words can be used to pass on information.

Expressive — words can be used to evoke an emotion that is not a direct result of their

!‘“.)

meaning.

Performatory — words can be as a kind‘lfofsymbol/action in and of themselves.

L%
‘

Language functions in many d1fferent _ways, 1Its most f'mnhar function is informative,
Le.it. transmlts information, - But it also operates explesswely, whcn we attend to the feeling

evoked by the words rather. than Just their meaning. Poetry often combines the informative and

the expressive

o The fair breeze blew ,the white foam flew

‘e, The furrow followed free

e We were the first that ever burst

e Into that silent sea.

Samuel Taylor Coleridge, "Rime of the ancient Mariner”

A
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® I'lies o erth ynbending cotn and me al e mat
. Alexandet Pope . Tassy on C1 mn
. 1 sprang to the stirap. and Toris and he
* | palloped. Dirck Galloped, we ,wulhm«‘d all three
. Robert Browning, « [Tow They Brought (e Good News from (thent to Aix

rhythm and sound of the words are expressive in themge|y,,

and when a man whispers

In these verses the
Language is also used expressively in prayers “gweet nothings” ing his

R & ‘ . g ¢ Pt P (17 “
wife's ear or tell her she looks assumptions:, And in such sounds as “WOW L and “scram!” 4oy

when a politician or preacher or salesman uses words to evoke emotional responses. A third are,

of language is the ceremonial. Here the words are not necessarily either informative

expressive, but performatory, they are an action in themselves. Fxamples are “[ thank voy

apologize, warn, greet guarantee promise welcome ete. These words are complete speech acts
thev do not describe the acts of thanking apologizing warning etc but instead are those very acts

1 They are not propositions which can be true or false. if a man says I bid you good

; morning that does it even thought he may hate you the use of language solely to establish social

relations is called phatic communion by Malinowski in our culture have done exemplifies this .In
% all of “thes‘e performatory utterances, as in OathS, incantations passwords and rituals there must be
q no change in the exact words If you are asked whether you take this woman to be your lawful
wedded wife and you answer yes instead of [ do you may turn out not to be married [n 15

form Ao
performatory sense language is like any other gesture or symbol the handshake the military

salute o ‘ i i
r the gestures of the baseball umpire . Austin estimates that there are over a thousand
performatory verbs in English.
Langu i ) i
guage also functions to tell a story to declaim to hypnotize to play a part to imagin¢ ©

soothe 1o ask o i : .
- deceive to demonstrate ones feelings and in endless other ways So when it comes

to talking about what langus
g about what language does as a TOK student you need to be aware that langua&®

actually functi in a vari \ S .
y functions in a variety of ways each of which may have slightly different rules of

behaviour.
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] Informative language function essentially the communication of informatian
A. Informative function affirms or denies propositions as in science or the statermen
ol a fact
B.  This function is used to describe the world or reason about it e g whether a sta¢
of alfairs has occurred or not or what might have led to it
C.  These sentences have a truth valug; that is. the sentences are cither true or false
Hence, they arc important for logic.
2. Expressive language functions; reports feelings or attitudes of the writer or speaker, or
of the subject, or evokes feelings in the reader or listener.
a.  Poetry and literature are among the best examples, but much of perhaps most of,
ordinary language discourse is the expression of emotions, feelings or attitudes.
b.  Two main aspects of this function are generally noted:
1) Evoking certain feelings and
2) Expressing feelings.
c.  Expressive discourse, qua expressive discourse, is best:rcgarded as neither true
nor false. E.g., Shakespeare’s King Lear’s lament, “Ripeness is all!” or Dickens’
“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times; it was the age of wisdom; it
was the age of foolishness...” Even so, the “logic” of “fictional statements” is an
interesting area of inquiry.
3. Directive language function: language used for the purpose of causing overt action.

The directive function is most commonly found in commands and requests,

rmally considered true or false.

a.
b.  Directive language is not no
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C.  Several other uses of language deserve mention.
1. The ceremonial language probably something quite different from simply mixing
the expressive l’amd direjctive language functions because performative aspects are

included as well. Example ‘Dearly beloved we are gathered here together to

witness the ho]y matrlmony of..

2. Performative utterances Ianguage whlchn perfmms the action it reports. For
e'use of performative verbs such

example ‘I'do” in the t mamage ,eremon\ n'

as ‘accept’, aP0108lze congratulate ise.! These ~words denote an

action which is performed by usmg the verb in 1he ﬁrst person nothlng more need

be done to accomphsh the act1on
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